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I hit upon this: the word must never precede the idea. Or else: the word
must always be necessitated by the idea. It must be irresistible and in-
evitable; and the same is true of the sentence, of the whole work of art.
And for the artist's whole life, since his vocation must be irresistible. He
must be incapable of not writing (I should prefer him to resist himself
in the beginning and to suffer therefore).
The fear of not being sincere has been tormenting me for several
months and preventing me from writing. Oh, to be utterly and perfectly
sincere. . . .